Schedules – How do they Work?

There are really two parts to the handling of you maintenance schedules. First, there is the schedule itself. That is a listing of things to be done for a vehicle. This is when they are due. Second, there is a set of intervals that the program will use to set the schedule for future work.

The schedule is created for each vehicle in your record system. You do that at the menu selection Housekeeping/Vehicle Data/New Schedule (or in Toolset for your initial setup). After the schedule is created, you then have a place to note the schedule for that vehicle – to note what is to be done and when.

Most of your scheduled work will be the A, B, C and D scheduled inspection items. These are set up to follow the maintenance recommended by most vehicle manufacturers.

The A inspection is the most frequent and typically includes an engine oil change, chassis lube, maybe a fuel filter service, etc.

The B inspection is done less frequently and includes everything in the A inspection plus some more things.

The C inspection is done at a still less frequent interval and includes all of the B inspection things and all of the A inspection things. When the C inspection is done, you will do still more things than you did for the B inspection.

The D Inspection is done at the longest interval – perhaps annually. It includes all of the things in the C inspection, the B inspection and the A inspection plus some things that are only rarely done.

You will show in the schedule for EVERY vehicle, the odometer reading and the date when each of these inspections are due. This is something like 52,000   or 02/15/00 for an A inspection. It is NOT an entry like 5,000 or today’s date. That may be the interval you want to use for an A inspection but the schedule does not show the interval, it shows the odometer reading and the date when the A inspection is DUE.

There are similar inspection entries for a Department of Transportation (DOT) a California Business Inspection of Terminals (BIT) or a Passenger Bus (BUS) inspection as well as specific Brake and Exhaust system inspections. These are only date fields and are done at a prescribed time interval and due on a specified date.

You may choose not to use all of the inspections. You may, for example, choose to do only an A and a B inspection. – just leave the others at zero odometer or a blank date.

Where Do You Set the Intervals?

The intervals for the A, B, C, and D inspections are set in Toolset in the configuration section. There, you will see the intervals for your inspections. This is where you would show something like 5000 or 30 days for an A inspection…perhaps 10000 or 60 days for a B inspection etc. These are the intervals you want to follow for doing an A inspection or B inspection.

If you want to do the DOT inspection annually, set the interval to 365 days. A BIT inspection interval may be 45 days, 90 days or the interval you must schedule it to be done.

You will notice that there are three sets of intervals for the A, B, C, D inspections. The sets are numbered 1, 2 and 3. You can use different intervals for different kinds of vehicles. When you set up the schedule for a vehicle, you can designate which set of intervals  (1, 2 or 3) that vehicle is to follow.

